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PEOPLE FIRST:
PEDESTRIANIZATION OF THE
URBAN ENVIRONMENT 

2. 

GOAL  Create a distinctive public realm which defines 
the RU precinct within its urban context, enhances the 
vitality of all green open spaces, streets, and sidewalks, 
promotes a collegial pedestrian environment within the 
University, and enhances accessibility to the campus by 
increasing public transit opportunities.
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20-minute walk boundary from the heart of the campus
(Kerr Hall South)

Toronto’s Downtown Underground Walkway

Toronto Transit Commission - Subway
Buses and Streetcars

10-minute walk boundary from the heart of the campus
(Kerr Hall South)

Ryerson Owned Properties (in white)

Go transit

PUBLIC TRANSIT OPPORTUNITIES

PRINCIPLE 2.1  Enhance accessibility to the campus by increasing public transit 
opportunities. Establish underground connections, where possible, to the Toronto PATH 
system and its proposed expansion to enhance accessibility to the campus from various 
transit hubs in the city.

Ryerson has evolved as a transit-oriented commuter University well connected to subway, GO transit, and the 
underground pedestrian PATH system. This transit-orientation must be sustained as the campus grows including a 
critical shared TTC/public/private initiative to provide a new Ryerson entrance at the north end of the Dundas subway 
station platform. Although the precinct is currently well served by various buses and streetcars, the load capacity of 
a subway far exceeds that of any other mode of public transportation. Improving the infrastructure of the subway to 
serve Ryerson University is of prime importance to respond to the University’s anticipated growth. Currently, 75% of the 
students are from the Greater Toronto area, and approximately 9,000 faculty, staff, and students purchase monthly TTC 
passes.

The University is prepared to discourage vehicles, limiting service and delivery trucks within the precinct in an 
effort to both encourage pedestrians and cyclists, and to protect the environment. On-street parking will be reduced 
incrementally, and service vehicles for delivery will be required to conform to off-peak hours scheduling. The Master 
Plan supports this effort. 
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