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ABSTRACT 

The development of a series of theoretically based interventions for newcomer 

(immigrant) parents was undertaken over a ten-year period through an iterative method of 

designing and analyzing a series of ethnographic studies of its implementation. The 

results of three such interventions are reported here.  The work was based on the critical 

theory of Freire and the post-Marxist and radical theories of Bourdieu and Cummins. 

Specifically the interventions were designed to help specific groups of parents (of Latino 

origin), to understand their position of marginality, to help empower them, and to provide 

them with a basis for acting in support of their children’s education in the new host 

country.  The findings of the interventions reported show how the research program 

evolved along with the dialectic refinement of practice and theory. 
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