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 Using your “first” language is best!

Did you know?

· Young children can learn many languages.

· Children learn best from people who speak the language well.

· Rich and varied language experiences help children’s brains grow.

· Children learn second and even third languages more easily when they have a firm foundation in the “first” language.

· Children may mix words from languages; this shows they are learning more than one language.

· Knowing more than one language can be an advantage to children in school - and in life!

· If you always try to use your first language at home your children are more likely to learn it well – and keep it!

Use your first language when you…

· talk  with your children -ask questions, teach meaning of new words.

· read books and other materials.

· look for books at the library.

· choose books that are right for his age and interest him.

· let your child draw and play with creative materials.

· sing songs and say rhymes together.

· play with sounds in language: make up words, make silly sounds.

· tell stories – especially those about the family’s history.

· speak one language at a time, as much as possible.

· celebrate your family’s literacy and language abilities –your child will feel proud of her language and heritage.

· help your child feel that he can do things, is important and a valued member of your family.

A message from the EARLY LITERACY SPECIALISTS @
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