PEER REVIEW PROCESS  2003-04 Academic Year

Peer review is the primary and most important way by which research grants are awarded.  Researchers, with knowledge of one's field and with a sound understanding of relevant research methodologies, are generally in the best position to determine which research projects are most

worthy of being funded.  All major granting councils depend on an extensive peer review process to make these determinations.  see Peer Review Process, April 2002. AVPA word file

Feedback from peer review can play an important role in enhancing the quality of a proposal.   So that Ryerson faculty members are not disadvantaged in the competitive research funding arena, we want to ensure that Ryerson researchers receive the benefit of peer review by having applications reviewed prior to submission to a sponsor.

With that in mind ORS and the Faculties will, at the request of the PI, arrange for a peer review of any application for the Fall competitions for CIHR,  SSHRC and NSERC.  Under the University's Peer Review Strategy, Faculties have the option of organizing the peer review process within the Faculty or opting for a process managed through ORS.
Accordingly the Faculties have made the following decisions for the coming year:

Faculty of Arts - peer review managed internally by the Faculty

Faculty of Business - peer review managed internally through the Faculty

Faculty of Communication & Design - peer review managed by ORS

Faculty of Community Services - peer review managed by ORS

Faculty of Engineer & Applied Science - managed internally through the Faculty

Please contact your Faculty for information regarding internal Faculty peer review.  

Faculty members are invited to take advantage of the ORS peer review process in addition to the Faculty based review if they wish.  Please keep in mind that all Faculties will require sufficient time to review your application whether or not they are providing a peer review of the content.

PROCEDURE FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE ORS MANAGED INTERNAL PEER REVIEW

In order for ORS to provide this service we require a completed draft of the proposal at least one month in advance of the official Council deadline.  This will allow for sufficient time for the review and for the applicant to consider the reviewer's comments and to make revisions if so desired.

Send an e-mail confirming an intent to utilize the ORS managed internal peer review to Alex Karabanow akaraban@ryerson.ca for SSHRC and CIHR applications 

or to Susan Haggis smhaggis@ryerson.ca for NSERC applications. 

The email should also contain the tentative title of the project and a sentence or two about the project.  Please forward this information as soon as possible.

INFORMATION FOR ALL APPLICANTS


Required Signatures

-All proposals must be signed by (i) applicant(s), (ii) Chair/Director, (iii) Dean, and (iv) the University, through ORS. 

   -  All proposals must be accompanied by a completed Grant/Contract

      Authorization Form http://www.ryerson.ca/ORS/topbar/forms/grant_contract.pdf 

Robert Dirstein

Director, Office of Research Services

information sent out on researchnet August 1, 2003

