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Introduction 
Interactive Statistics provides access to more detailed data tables than those in 
the Key Statistics section of the University Planning Office website at Ryerson 
University. These data tables are interactive — enabling users to use their 
Internet Explorer, Firefox or Safari browser to display and re-organize data in 
ways that suit their individual needs. Users can choose which of the available 
data elements to display on each axis, select subgroups or specific years, create 
quick charts, and download data to a spreadsheet, among other features.  
Interactive Statistics uses Beyond 20/20 software on a web data server to 
generate the data tables. 

 
Selecting Relevant Data 
Interactive Statistics enables users to show only the most relevant data.  There 
are three key ways of selecting which data to display. 
 

Data variables that are available for use are shown as moveable “tiles” with a 
grey background: 

 
 

To cycle through subcategories, click on the left or right arrow of the tile 
corresponding to the data of interest.  For example, to show data for Female 
students click on one of the arrows in the Gender tile until Female is shown.  The 
data table will update automatically. 

 
 

It is also possible to choose to show data for a selected group of students.  
Groups are shown by underlined entries.  To show, data for an individual group 
click on its underlined title.  Clicking on Arts will cause data for only the 
constituent programs in the Faculty of Arts to be shown.  (If an entry is not 
underlined then it is not a group and cannot be disaggregated further.) 
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Pointing to the variable name on a tile will cause the cursor to change to a hand 
shape.  Clicking on the tile at this time will then cause a detailed selection 
window to appear. 

 

 
Clicking on the check marks will unselect age groups and students with ages in 
those ranges will be excluded from the re-calculated table. 

To return to the table, click the table view icon . 
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Re-Organizing Data 

Changing which data is shown on which axis of the table involves moving the 
tiles corresponding to the variables of interest.  Placing the cursor in the grey 
area of a tile changes the cursor to directional arrows.  The tile can then be 
dragged so that the variable will display on a different axis.  Moving the tile to the 
left of Program in the following example will nest program under academic year. 
If the tile is moved to the right of Program, then academic years will nest by 
program.  

 
 

To show year levels on the horizontal (blue) axis, the Year tile needs to be 
dragged to the lower part of the Data tile. 
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Downloading Data 

Data can be downloaded from Interactive Statistics so that they can be used for 
further calculations in a spreadsheet or formatted in a more elaborate way.  To 
download data, click on the Actions menu, choose the Download report data… 
option, and then choose the Microsoft Excel format (*.xls) option. 

 

 
 

The data will be displayed as a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet.  It is possible to use 
Excel formulas directly in this spreadsheet view. 

 

 



A Quick Guide to Interactive Statistics 5 

To save the spreadsheet, choose Save As… from the File menu.  The Save As 
dialogue box allows you to choose a file name and location where the Excel 
spreadsheet will save. 
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Displaying Percentages 
Sometimes it is helpful to display the percentage that a particular category is of 
the total.  This can be achieved using the Actions menu which includes an option 
to Display Totals/Percentages.  For example, the number of students with a 
permanent residence in a specific geographic region can be expressed as a 
percentage of the column total.   

 

 
 

 

Click on the Actions 
menu and choose 
Display Totals/ 
Percentages | 
Percentage of 
Column Total to 
express the columns in 
percentage terms. 
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Drawing Charts 
Interactive Statistics provides also provides a basic charting feature.  Before 
creating a chart it is useful to select and re-organize the data so that only the 
minimum needed in the chart is shown.  To create charts showing changes over 
time it is helpful to note that the horizontal (blue) dimension should contain the 
year variable in your data table.   

 

 

 Clicking the chart icon  will cause a default bar chart to be displayed. 

   

 
From the Actions menu, choose the Select Chart Type option and then choose 
Line.  
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The chart will be redrawn as a line chart.  To enlarge the chart to full size, simply 
click on the chart. 

 
The Actions menu also allows you to quickly change the chart type to stacked 
bar and many other types. 
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Resolving Problems 
Network conditions may cause your connection to the server to be lost. 

If a message indicating that Beyond 20/20 is unable to open a table appears, try 
pressing the F5 key or the refresh button on your browser.  If this does not 
resolve the problem, then try exiting your browser and beginning again. 

 
Sometimes a message asking you to wait may appear.  Additional authentication 
is normally conducted for the first data table that you access in your session.  
The wait time for displaying subsequent tables should be considerably shorter.  If 
the message appears repeatedly, then try exiting your browser and beginning 
again.   

 
 

When working with a table you may re-organize the data in a way that does not 
suit your purposes.  To quickly restore the table to the way it looked when first 
created, click on the Actions menu and choose the Reset Default View option. 

 
 

Please contact the University Planning Office at 416-979-5033 with any 
questions of data interpretation, data definitions, or if you experience problems 
with accessing Interactive Statistics. 

Online help is available from within any Interactive Statistics Table by clicking on 
the  tab. 

  


