

















One tangible step forward would be to
re-establish and reaffirm the place

of food in local landscapes. There are
many ways in which cities like Toronto
can activate an edible landscape,

in which locally grown food is a valued
and accessible resource.

180 food

and growing market for ethno-culturally specific crops among
restaurateurs and markets (FHAC 2003, 9, 27). While some are field
crops that can be grown locally in both urban and rural areas, others
are subtropical or tropical and can be cultivated in greenhouses
within city limits. Small-scale local farmers are remarkably adept
at seizing new market niches, and have experimented with a variety
of crops over time (Bunce and Maurer 39). But they need to be con-
nected to new networks and opportunities, such as those offered by
a major city’s multicultural consumer base.

Toronto can guarantee its own food security. Most cities are
located on or near dependable farmland for the simple reason that
people settled where they could reliably produce good food. Toronto
is no different. Through a synergy of innovative policies, bold legis-
lation, and creative community action, Toronto can reassert itself
at the center of a plentiful foodshed and a robust food system.
Redesigning an edible landscape is an important step in a long-term
strategy, reconnecting food to place, and place to food. In committing
ourselves to this basic act of recovery, we can regain our ability
to feed ourselves and in so doing, honor the land that ultimately
sustains us.
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