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Toronto and Region Conservation Jurisdiction
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TRCA'’s Agricultural History

Land acquired in 1950s and 60s for flood
and erosion control.

Livestock and traditional cash crops.

Approx. 3000 acres (excluding Rouge Park
lands).

1990’s to Present — Rural Clean Water
Program.

Agriculture regarded as an interim use - to
be reforested in the future or other use.



Over the years....

Reduced accessibility  Decline in rental
to farmlands acreage

Decline in land
stewardship
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Implementation of
costly BMPs

e Conflicts with
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The Living City Vision and Sustainable
Near-Urban Agriculture
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TRCA - The Living Clty V|S|on

 Healthy Rivers and
Shorelines

 Regional
Biodiversity

e Business Excellence

e Sustainable
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Sustainable Near-Urban Agriculture
and the Living City Vision

 Provides positive matrix influence
for adjacent natural heritage.

 Reduces our ecological footprint.

* Promotes social equity and food
security in communities.

« Provides opportunities for
community economic
development.

 Provides a space for celebrating
the cultural diversity of
communities by growing a new
and/or diverse range of crops.




Sustainable Agriculture Policy and Operational
Procedures and Guidelines

e Conserve TRCA’s land for a
new form of agriculture.

 Apply innovative and
sustainable agricultural
production methods.

e Adhere to BMPs and EFPS.

 Negotiate multi-year lease
agreements.

 Buy local for TRCA facilities.




Partnerships and Projects

« Toronto Urban Farm - 8 acres at Jane and
Steeles under management agreement with
City of Toronto to establish a youth training
farm.

e FarmStart’'s New Farmers |n|t|atwé at
McVean -37 acres leased to Farn‘} tart for

training and research farm fac mclud‘f‘?g«j

community gardens for new farmer

 The Living City Farm at Kortri



Toronto Urban Farm Goals and Objectives

— Youth employment and leadership
training skills.

— Increase participants’ knowledge and
skills of organic farming,
environmental stewardship and local
food systems.

— Build community capacity to address
local food security and environmental
ISsues.

— Promote healthy nutrition and active
lifestyles.

— Increase the availability of rare and
nearly extinct vegetable and other
nlant snecies
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FarmStart New Farmers Initiative
at McVean

e (Offers access to land,
equipment, infrastructure at
reduced rates.

 Provides business planning
support, technical training,
mentorship.

« TRCA O pro,\‘-/:gildie
stewardship and
educational programming




The Living City Campus at Kortright

Enhance understanding of
Interrelationships in and

between healthy ecological
systems and our lifestyles

Develop relevant and
Innovative demonstrations
and programs

To motivate, and support
individuals, organizations,
government and businesses

Foster on-site research
collaborative with academics,
business and government




The Living City Campus at

Kortright
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Urban Agriculture at the Living City

Campus at Kortright

The Living City Campus S5

Northern Region—Urbap Agriculture and Wetlands
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The Living City Farm at Kortright

New Farmers internship program.

« Visitors will learn about sustainable farming Sy

practices and connect with the so&rceao their food

- Children to participate in farm " 1d c
Il?’lﬁﬁm‘hng projects. ;‘ ol B
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Next Steps

Remain a partner in the implementation of the GTA Agricultural
Action Plan.

%
Finalize TRCA policy and operational procedures and D"
guidelines. s e

Explore and facrlrtate new partn |
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