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Ethnic New York

Outside → integration teleology

Frozen, essentialised ethnicities

Spatially bound



Elaborating spatio-temporal diversity 

Temporalities create ‘invisible’ diversity, 
solidarities, and conflict  

Diversity not only origins, but also futures

Situate diversity in fluid spaces of 
becoming



https://urbangeographies.tumblr.com/post/164970952097/planetary-urbanization-global-connectivity-and

Space-time compression

Space-time fragmentation



time, space and control

Specific times and places placed conditions on who could 
act, how such actions would be normatively structured, 
and how they would be normatively perceived by others.

- Blommaert 

It situates the governmental functions of maintaining 
social order, reproduction, coordination, and instituting 
the built environment within the interaction of multiple 
actors with different degrees and kinds of power. 

- Çağlar & Glick Schiller





Estuaries, corridors 

& constellations













Spatio-temporal trajectories



The marooned malaise

We are waiting for the 
government. We are waiting for 
the UNHCR. We are waiting for 
God. 

- Estefanos Worku Abeto



Deferred distanciation
I tried to live with the locals but they 
don’t seem to be willing to live with 
us…The thing that scares me is that 
some at first pretend to be find and 
welcoming but later on they start 
showing their horrible, darker side. So, 
such things will make me kill someone 
or end up being killed. I no longer feel 
safe in South Africa because you can 
die anytime 

- Lucas Machel



Dislocated futures

Our people are frustrated because there was 
this better life they were promised and instead 
the government keeps letting in foreign people, 
letting them have the jobs and the houses that 
we have been waiting for. . . They’re taking the 
money they make and sending it back home, 
while meanwhile there are South Africans all 
around them who are starving, who can’t find 
a single job that will take them. It’s a burden 
for us. It’s not an easy thing. It’s just not.

- Ntombi Theys



convivialities & conflict



D i ve rs i t y  i s  o r i g i n s ,  

t ra j e c to r i e s ,  &  te mp o ra l i t i es  

U n d e rstan d  u r b a n  e st u a r i es a s  

s p a c e s  o f  b e co mi n g  

Re ca l i b rate a n a l ys i s a c ro s s  

s p at i o - tempo ra l  co n ste l l at i o ns



Special Issue with Natasha Iskander) ‘Arrival at the Margins’ Forthcoming 2022. 
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