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Paper: Sheltering as a destabilizing and perpetuating practice in the 
migration management architecture in Mexico (Merlín-Escorza, 
Davids and Schapendonk, 2021). 

• Sheltering Practices at the intersections 
between elements of  facilitation and 
control. 

• Analysis of  the discourses and 
performativities enacted by the people 
engaging at one of  these shelters, located 
at Mexico’s southern border.

• Gaze on the trajectories and navigations of  
people being assisted by the shelter. 

• Categorization and Extraction.

Casas de Migrantes



(Dis)location: At the same time
people go through wider processes of
displacement, undertaking trajectories
across national borders, they remain located
at the shelter by, among other things, the
interaction with the communities inside
and outside the shelter.

“sheltering as a practice, thus, locates and
dislocates people at the same time”,
holding them together, (im)mobile, “in such a
way that everybody is still on their
way to somewhere else” (Merlín-Escorza,
Davids, Schapendonk 2021. P.12)





De-migranticization
Janine Dahinden (2016) criticizes the  
consolidation of  an epistemology that 
normalizes “migration- and ethnicity-
related difference”, being the “national-
container“ logic of  inclusion and 
exclusion “the most important reference 
system for empirical research and 
theories” (p. 2209)

Strategies: 

*Articulate migration theory with other 
social science theories.

*Re-orient the focus of investigation away 
from ‘migrant populations’ towards 
‘overall populations.



Categorization: 

Mechanisms by which categories such as 
‘migrant’ and ‘volunteer’ are normalized
within the shelter’s narrative. 

María Lugones Toward a Decolonial 
Feminism (2010).

• Categorization practices have divided 
people in those entitled to humanity 
and those dispossessed from it.

Harsha Walia Undoing Border Imperialism 
(2013).

• Questioning that what gives sense to 
migration policies or even the sole idea 
of  borders. 

(dis)location becomes possible due to the 
normalization of  difference 



Extraction.

Volunteers’ interests become important as we look at the role 
of  humanitarian organizations in broader dynamics of  
capitalist exploitation and accumulation.

Migration Fix helps in understanding how through practices 
of  “bordering, channelling and containment”, humanitarian 
organizations create opportunities for ”profit-extraction” (Bird 
and Schmid, 2021. p. 10) 

Voluntary workers looking to exchange their work force for 
experiences that can be incorporated to their professional 
qualifications.

Extraction of  value residing in the entanglements with people 
whose mobility is constrained and for whom the outcome of  such 
interactions rarely result in subsequent profiting.



Conclusions.

-Understand sheltering practices beyond facilitation and control of  people’s mobilities.

-(Dis)location as a mobility process is problematized by analyzing the mobilities of  voluntary workers. 
Two elements: volunteers’ geopolitical positionality and their interests and motivations ‘to shelter’. 

-Extraction as part of  wider capitalist processes in which sheltering experiences can render profit for 
some whose mobilities are categorized as regular. 

-Categorization as differentiation of  mobilities that originates in wider historical processes prior to the 
formation of  the nation-state. 
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Thank you for your attention and comments. 


