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This paper opens the panel with presenting a systematic and critical review of the global literature 

on the educational challenges and achievements for migrants’ children, as they move from their 

‘home’ countries to ‘transition’ and settle in schools in the ‘destination’ countries, including Canadian 

high schools. Our understanding of education echoes Dewey’s notion of growth, but we see it as a 

holistic construct, with ‘academic’ growth nested within social, emotional, affective, and kinesthetic 

matrix of non-academic learning and growth that contribute to whether experience in schools is 

educative, non-educative or even miseducative. Within Canada, our analysis is focused on the 

mismatch between the promise of inclusive multicultural educational policy and the gaps in 

educational achievement and barriers to integration evident from empirical studies. We will 

distinguish the facilitating factors and barriers to academic success and integration of immigrant and 

refugee students, discuss promising practices from the field and engage with various integration 

frameworks that have been developed to explain and address successful integration of immigrant 

and refugee children and youth via education. 
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