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Abstract 

 
In this paper we use the heuristic template of the policy cycle to make sense of Latin American 
Migration Governance in the 21st century. Both the academic literature and international 
organizations have pointed to exceptional liberalism, or generosity, in Latin American 
immigration and refugee policies. At the same time, there is an emerging consensus on the 
limitations regarding both policy institutionalization and implementation, especially in the 
context of contemporary displacement from Venezuela. Building on both the secondary 
literature and original empirical evidence across the region, we trace what is known, and point 
out research gaps and avenues for further research, regarding the different stages of immigration 
and refugee policy formulation, institutionalization, implementation, and evaluation. We discuss 
both determinants of policy outputs, such as laws and policy programs, and the effects of such 
policies on migratory outcomes, and how these outcomes have in turn influenced policy 
evaluation and anew reform. We further identify the main political actors in Latin American 
Migration Governance, such as presidents, civil society organizations, and courts. 
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