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Abstract

This paper examines the impact and manifestations of political tensions between Canada and

select countries of origin such as Iran and China, on the sizeable and economically well

integrated diaspora communities from these countries in Canada. The mostly first generation

immigrants from these countries are making major contributions to Canada's economic and

social wellbeing and its cultural dynamism, while also exerting a sizeable political and economic

influence “back home.” These two communities were chosen since, more so than most others in

Canada, the Chinese and Iranian diaspora find their state of “in-betweenness” difficult to

manage as political relations between Canada and these two countries are not friendly, and

their future is uncertain. Judging by credible polls, both Iran and China, and especially their

governments, rank low on popularity measures in the Canadian public's eyes, even though

some of their most talented and well-to-do citizens continue to immigrate to Canada and have

managed to integrate deeply into Canada's economy and institutions in the span of one or two

generations.
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