Cairo's spaces of refuge: A glimpse into the experiences of "being hosted" within its urban
systems

Abstract

This presentation looks into the ways in which refugees negotiate the capital metropolis of Cairo. It
specifically discusses how the Syrians started to settle in the city in 2013 and provides an overview of their
lived experiences navigating different urban forms and governance structures. It shows how a city of scale
and multi-choice avenues can be accommodating, marginalizing, and exclusive. It also sheds light on how
refugees can contribute to processes of globalization in the city and create links between the geopolitical
spheres in dynamic ways.
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