Diaspora artist perspectives on urban sanctuary and migrant solidarity

Abstract

The concepts of urban sanctuary and migrant solidarity are generally used to identify the initiatives of
cities in Europe and North America as they aim to provide essential services to vulnerable migrants under
the assumption that such efforts will foster social and civic inclusion. These concepts are thus indicative
of Western normative assumptions and of the concrete efforts of municipal governments and local civil
society organizations in the global north. This project will consider alternative framings through a
postcolonial lens by exploring perspectives and critiques of the concepts of urban sanctuary and solidarity
from diaspora artists. Through an exploratory review of academic literature and contextual analysis of
artistic approaches to solidarity, this paper will present potential alternative framings to the concepts of
urban sanctuary and solidarity. This work is part of a larger project examining postcolonial approaches to
urban sanctuary, migrant solidarity and hospitality.
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