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Abstract

With over six million people having left their home country, the Venezuelan displacement
crisis is one of the three largest international displacement scenarios in the world and the
largest in Latin American recent history. In dealing with the Venezuelan exodus, executives
had at least six distinct policy options: 1. The expediate naturalization of Venezuelans as
Latin American citizens; 2. Protecting Venezuelans as refugees under the 1984 Cartagena
definition of refugee, 3. Granting Venezuelans legal residence under regional free
movement agreements; 4. Protecting Venezuelans as vulnerable migrants 5. Treating
Venezuelans as any other immigrants, and 6. Maintaining Venezuelans largely in irregular
status. This paper first offers a judicial description of these six categories and then critically
discusses the determinants of policy choices across countries. The paper thus contributes to
our understanding of how the Latin America’s free movement agreements interact with
national legislative instruments and global legal frameworks on migration management and
refugee protection.
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