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WE ARE REFRESHING OUR CAMPUS MASTER PLAN!

Master Plan Vision + Growth Plan 
Analysis

Preliminary Concept Plan 
Development, + Big Moves 

Inventory of Existing Campus 
Conditions & Plans, Opportunities + 

Constraints Analysis

STAGE 1
Analysis of 
the Campus + 
Opportunities + 
Constraints

STAGE 2
Growth Plan + 
Master Plan Vision

STAGE 3
Concept Plan 
Development
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THE PLANNING PROCESS Visit Menti.com and let us know what you think of the plan! 
Code: 34 63 89 

WE ARE REFRESHING OUR CAMPUS MASTER PLAN! 

INTRODUCTION 
Ryerson University’s remarkable growth has been guided by our flexible, visionary Campus Master Plan, established 
in 2008. The Plan outlines a framework for undertaking the revitalization of our campus and positioning it for 
change and renewal within our unique downtown community. 

Since 2008, Ryerson and the city have grown considerably, and after a decade, it’s time to update the Campus 
Master Plan. 

ABOUT THE CAMPUS MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
The Campus Master Plan update establishes a compelling Vision and refreshed Goals and Principles that respond 
to new campus needs, and is in service of the University’s Academic Plan, and related plans, including the Strategic 
Research Plan and Internationalization Research Strategy. It identifies a long term Concept Plan and development 
Frameworks to guide future change and identify growth opportunities within a very constrained city context. The 
Plan update focuses not only on campus growth, but also on community development and city building. The Plan 
provides a strategy for the planning and design of future buildings, the public realm, and movements systems like 
public transit, cycling, and walking.  

WHERE WE ARE IN THE PROCESS 

STAGE 1 
Analysis of 
the Campus + 
Opportunities + 
Constraints 

Inventory of Existing Campus 
Conditions & Plans, Opportunities + 
Constraints Analysis 

STAGE 2 
Growth Plan + 
Master Plan Vision 

Master Plan Vision + Growth Plan 
Analysis 

STAGE 3 
Concept Plan 
Development 

Preliminary Concept Plan 
Development, + Big Moves 

STAGE 4 
Development 
Opportunity 
Sites 

Preferred Development Scenarios 
Testing + Draft Campus Master Plan 

Report Update 

WE ARE HERE! 

STAGE 5 
Campus Master 
Plan Update Report 

Final Campus Master Plan Report 
Update 

KEY MESSAGES 

The Campus Master Plan Update Is: 

Testing what’s possible over an indefinite future 

Developing ideas to provide a strategic 
framework for physical change 

Flexible and responsive to funding opportunities 

Subject to Board approval 

The Plan Is Not: 

Time bound 

Developed design 

Approved or funded capital projects 

Finalized until spring 2020 

ADD YOUR COMMENTS! 
Write down your ideas on a post-it and respond to the 
interactive questions on each panel.

http://Menti.com


THE CAMPUS MASTER PLAN VISION AND GOALS 

VISION 

“The Ryerson University campus is a 
welcoming, exciting, diverse urban 
destination in the heart of the city of 
Toronto. 

The campus defies typical convention, and is 
deeply integrated within the downtown 
fabric: we pedestrianize public streets, our 
green spaces are parks for the community 
around us. The city and our neighbours are 
partners. As a future facing city builder, 
Ryerson gives back as the campus evolves 
by creating dynamic, vibrant, high-quality, 
sustainable and accessible spaces that 
celebrate the neighbourhood character, 
promote our inclusive values, and embrace 
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. 

Ryerson is a convener, with spaces that are 
hubs for bringing people together to spark 
the advancement of scholarly, research, and 
creative activity, in an environment that 
fosters personal and community wellbeing. 

“ 
GOALS 

A WELCOMING 
CAMPUS 

A QUALITY 
ENVIRONMENT 

A VIBRANT AND 
ANIMATED 

CAMPUS 

A CAMPUS WITH 
A STRONG 
SENSE OF 
IDENTITY 

A PLACE OF 
HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 

A PLACE OF 
SCHOLARLY, 

RESEARCH AND 
CREATIVE 
ACTIVITY 

AN URBAN 
CAMPUS
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WHAT WE’VE HEARD What else do we need to know?  
Are there any other ideas that need to be considered? 

A number of engagement events, including pop-ups, walking tours, workshops, stakeholder interviews, 
and other consultations are being held to solicit input and feedback. At each stage of the Plan, this 
feedback is collected and reviewed, and used to inform the evolution of the Campus Master Plan, 
supporting a highly iterative and collaborative process. 

The feedback presented here is not an exhaustive record of feedback, but reflects a range of input 
received from participants during the course of the process, and captures the common issues and 
reoccurring ideas. 

OVER 20 EVENTS: 
Workshops, pop-ups, surveys, interviews, 
open houses, and more 

OVER 500 PARTICIPANTS 
INPUT FROM ACROSS THE 
UNIVERSITY & 
COMMUNITY: 
Students, staff, faculty, business owners, 
local organizations, neighbours, the City of 
Toronto, developers, donors, alumni, the 
Board of Governors and other members of 
the public 

“A DOWNTOWN 
CAMPUS” 

Leverage the urban location. 

Improve neighbourhood presence. 

Support a walkable campus. 

Create an all season destination 

campus. 

Support and build on partnerships. 

Enhance the land and green spaces. 

“SPACE NEEDS” 
Provide spaces for 

collaborative research. 

Create digitally connected 

spaces. 

Improve classrooms. 

Provide event and 

community gathering 

spaces. 

“A SUPPORTIVE 
ENVIRONMENT” 
Provide services and 

amenities for daily needs. 

Create a home away 

from home. 

Provide options for 

housing. 

“IMPLEMENTATION” 
Renew existing 

buildings and invest in 

existing spaces. 

“WHERE 
LEARNING THRIVES” 

Create buildings supporting 

research and innovation. 

Become a demonstration 

campus for creative and 

scholarly activity. 

Support evolutions 

in pedagogy. 

“OPEN ARMS” 
Embrace Reconciliation. 

Foster equity of places. 

Embed accessibility holistically. 

Balance safety with openness and 

permeability. 

Plan and design through 

collaboration with the 

University community. 

“RYERSON 
PLACEMAKING” 

Create a place(s) of arrival. 

Promote design excellence . 

Support character areas across 

campus. 

Enhance the “hearts”, entrances, and 

activity hubs on campus. 

Grow vertically + compact. 

Make wayfinding intuitive. 

Make buildings and spaces 

more permeable. 

Foster transparency and 

street level animation. 

“WELLBEING” 
Support social, cultural 

and environmental 

wellbeing. 

Support multi-faiths on 

campus.
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CONCEPT PLAN Do you think the Concept Plan captures the Vision, Goals? How so? What have 
we missed? 
Which elements do you like the most? 
What should be refined? 

The Concept Plan presents a demonstration of the 
evolution of the Ryerson University Campus over the 
coming decades. Informed by the Master Plan 
Vision, Goals, and Principles, the future campus is 
intended to provide hundreds of thousands of 
square feet for new classrooms as well as teaching 
and other student support spaces.  This would be 
delivered over time, in a connected, vibrant, and 
active place of health, sustainability, wellbeing, 
inclusivity, and pedagogy,  supporting a world class 
educational experience in the heart of downtown 
Toronto. 

A JEWEL AT THE CITY SCALE 

1  At the heart of the campus, a new large Community Park provides a 
signature landmark green space for the University, bolstering Ryerson’s 
identity and creating a truly great space for the Ryerson community as well 
as the city. The Park is now seamlessly connected to the newly enhanced 
Gould Street to the south, and is open to Gerrard Street to the north, 
engaging the neighbourhood. The Park is linked to green pedestrian 
streets and paths, which provide connections across campus and to new 
destinations. World class academic buildings frame and animate the Park, 
with active uses and amenities, supporting a vibrant public realm and 
destination. 

SPACES TO ALLOW SCHOLARLY, CREATIVE AND 
RESEARCH ENDEAVOURS TO FLOURISH 

2  New/re-imagined modern, connected and iconic buildings showcase 
design and dedication to research and academics, with a diversity of 
study spaces for groups or individuals, flexible spaces for scholarly 
collaboration, socialization, and study, and world class laboratory facilities 
encouraging inter-disciplinary synergies. 

A FRONT DOOR ON DUNDAS 

3  The intersections of Dundas Street with Victoria Street and Bond Street 
create an inviting and pedestrian friendly gateway entrance into the 
campus from Dundas Street. Building on the Public Realm Plan, Victoria 
Street is further enhanced to connect and embrace Dundas Street and 
Dundas Square. The gateway extends to a new revitalized and pedestrian 
oriented Bond Street entrance. Narrower streets and slower traffic, 
enhanced streetscapes, tree lined sidewalks, public art, clear signage and 
wayfinding, and other elements convey a strong sense of place and 
Ryerson identity. A re-imagined landmark VIC building provides a flexible 
and connected academic environment, and a space opened up to the street, 
with transparent and active frontage to bring vibrancy, animation, and “eyes 
on the street”. 

A GREEN CAMPUS 

4  Compact, energy efficient buildings, expanded green space, generous 
tree canopy, low impact development landscaping, prioritizing of active 
transportation and transit, green roofs, urban agriculture, and more support a 
sustainable future campus. 

A SEAMLESS PUBLIC REALM 

5  As the binding fabric of the campus, a highly connected, seamless public 
realm brings people from one side of the campus to the other through 
attractive, inviting, pedestrian friendly open spaces. The public realm also 
extends throughout the site, enveloping streets, pathways, the park, plazas, 
and to building entrances. Moving through the space, users are treated to 
moments of delight and whimsy from public art, views, and playful open 
space design rooted in a green setting. 

THE URBAN SETTING 

6  Compact new development leverages the dynamic character of 
downtown. Opportunities to foster the vertical campus, and incorporate a 
range of functions into taller buildings, promoting synergies and engagement 
between uses, creating energetic hubs of activity. 

BEAUTIFUL PEDESTRIAN STREETS 

7  Streets are designed for the pedestrian - walking and accessible 
movement at a human pace - enhanced streetscapes, generous trees and 
landscaping, lighting, public art, furnishings and more. 

Gould Street – The pedestrian heart of the campus and destination for 
social gathering, events, food, and more. 

Bond Street – A tree lined, intimate street anchoring the south end of the 
campus, flanked by a smaller scale of development. 

Church Street - A main campus axis transformed into a pedestrian 
friendly corridor and gateway into the campus, with an enhanced 
streetscape, trees, furniture, and animated buildings that enliven the street 

AMENITIES AND SERVICES FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS 

8  New and re-freshed buildings and spaces along Gerrard St. and 
elsewhere across the campus provide services and amenities to meet the 
day-to-day needs of the Ryerson community. This includes opportunities 
for a diversity of food options – cafes, restaurants, take-out style and more 
to provide spaces for socialization and relaxation and support life on 
campus. Other spaces can provide retail, clinics, wellness centre, offices, and 
other services to support the University and community. 

CONNECTED TO THE CITY 

9  The campus is highly connected, emphasizing active ways of moving, 
barrier-free mobility, and links to transit. Wider sidewalks provide for faster 
pedestrian connections. New and enhanced cycling facilities, including bike 
lanes and secure storage lockers promote riding. Laneway safety is improved 
with lighting and signage. TTC connections are improved with enhanced 
signage and wayfinding, and potential for an additional subway connection. 

AN EASTERN DOOR 

10  The Eastern Door and growth of the east campus symbolizes the 
beginning of a new journey. Along Jarvis Street, an increased presence with 
new and re-imagined buildings, enhanced streets, and pedestrian 
connections creates a entrance to the campus and transition to the 
neighbourhood to the east. To the north, enhanced public realm features and 
clear wayfinding provide links to Allan Gardens, expanding the open space 
network. In addition to academic spaces, buildings along Jarvis Street 
provide opportunities for residences on the campus. 

EMBRACING INDIGENOUS PRINCIPLES 

11  Increased open space, more trees and greenery, open, inclusive and 
accessible design, promotion of a sense of belonging, and sustainable spaces 
reflect an interrelatedness between land and people, and seek to foster a “sense 
of place” rooted in the natural environment and community.Visit Menti.com and let us know what you think of the plan! 

Code: 34 63 89
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A COMMUNITY JEWEL 
5 ACRES OF PARK SPACE! 

What do you think of the re-imagined park and new campus buildings? Would 
you change anything? 
What features should the park have? Sports? Gardens? Field? Plaza? Water 
features? Lots of trees or more open space? 

The Quad is transformed into a large, beautiful new city scale park. It represents a bold move for the university 
and will be a legacy for city and community building. The new park would be one of the most significant new 
downtown green spaces in a generation, creating a true landmark for the campus and destination for 
downtown and the city beyond. The new park would have an area larger than the recently revitalized College 
Park public space (more than double in size). 

As you approach the campus along Gerrard Street, or make your way up Victoria Street, new iconic gateway buildings give way to a large 5 acre 
park, providing dramatic views into the heart of the campus. The new open space jewel provides an accessible green oasis within the city – a place 
for social gathering, a place for relaxation, and a place to escape into the outdoors. The park is connected at the south end to Gould Street, now a 
vibrant and busy central spine of the University, with green and inviting pedestrian connections to the rest of the campus and beyond. 

Framing the park to the east and west are the two iconic, world class complexes forming the academic core of the campus. A mix of class rooms, 
laboratories, lecture halls, offices, study spaces, amenities and more create a hub of activity and energy. At-grade, spaces such as the library, gym, 
theatre, food options, retail, and more front onto the park, with highly transparent, active and animated uses, bringing 24/7 life to the campus. 

The above sketch is one example of what may be achievable for the reimagined Kerr Hall Quad. This opportunity would be subject to further studies 
and design, funding, community consultation, partnerships, and municipal approvals, amoung other considerations. Tell us what you think! 

Precedent Image: Millennium Park, Chicago Precedent Image: University Park @ MIT, Cambridge 

Precedent Image: Bryant Park, Manhattan 

Precedent Image: Harvard Plaza, Harvard University Precedent Image: Sherbourne Common, Toronto



• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• 

• • 

• 

• • 

• • 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

EMERGING NEIGHBOURHOODS Do these neighourhoods resonate with you? How so? 
Would you adjust the neigbourhoods? If so, how? 
What should the new “magnets” be? 

The neighbourhoods provide a collection of interconnected destinations that 
builds campus placemaking and identity. Each neighbourhood is defined by 
buildings and open spaces focused around a “heart”, a central gathering space 
or hub. The hearts are supported by a series of “magnets”, which are amenities, 
functions, and facilities that support the neighbourhood. Collectively, these 
magnets generate animation and activity, and define the character and 
identity of the area. In the Plan, some of these are existing - Lake Devo, 
Balzac’s, or the library for example. Others are new, such as a new theatre, 
wellness centre, the park, and internal gathering spaces. 

North West Neighbourhood 
The North West Neighbourhood is defined by: 

The large, open, accessible and green community park that provides 
the main campus destination and the heart of the Neighbourhood. 

Key academic and social hubs with a range of facilities - a theatre, 
gym, library, event spaces, cafés/food options, and more. 

Public realm linkage north to MAC up Church Street 

Nelson Mandela Walk, a green link with views across campus. 

Entrance gateways on Yonge Street and Gerrard Street. 

North East Neighbourhood 
The Gerrard Street East Neighbourhood is defined by: 

New street frontages with animated uses that connect campus to 
community. 

Entrance gateway at Gerrard and Church St. 

Open space linkages from the central park that extend the public 
realm. 

Refreshed Pitman Quad. 

Green mid-block linkages. 

Public realm connections to Allan Gardens. 

New presence and link to the community east of Jarvis Street. 

More pedestrian friendly Church Street, with enhanced streetscape, 
wider sidewalks, and pedestrian safety features. 

South East Campus Neighbourhood 
The South East Neighbourhood is defined by: 

A seam of the campus forming an Eastern Door - a symbolic entrance 
gateway into the campus. 

Concentration of administrative functions, and integration of student 
residences in towers. 

Transition towards a more residential character to the east 

New parkettes as part of the development of the 202 Jarvis Street 
Site. 

South West Neighbourhood 
The South West Neighbourhood is defined by: 

The Lake Devo pond. 

Gould Street pedestrian spine. 

Yonge-Dundas Square. 

Dundas Street public realm linkages to TRSM and Trinity Square. 

A more intimate, highly pedestrian street character along Bond Street. 

Gateway entrances to the campus from Dundas Street. 

Laneways enhanced with lighting, signage and public realm features. 

New magnets at re-imagnined PKG/BKK and VIC buildings. 

Animated street frontages along Victoria St. 

Streets are tree lined, with low volume and slow traffic speeds, and 
provided with Ryerson’s unified streetscape elements.
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BUILT FORM FRAMEWORK Do you agree with the location and orientation of buildings? 
What do you think of the built form strategies? Would you change any? 

The Built Form Framework provides a structure for new building development 
on campus over the next decade and beyond. 
This framework defines the desired character, location, orientation, quality, and massing of new 
buildings so that they are responsive to their context and surroundings and support the University’s 
growth needs. The Framework allows flexibility in architectural design and expression, as an opportunity 
to add to the University’s catalogue of unique buildings. The intent is to achieve a comfortable, 
human scale, and pedestrian oriented environment that offers a range of uses to serve the University 
community. The construction of larger buildings in carefully selected locations would add enormous area 
for new classrooms, teaching and research spaces.  It also provides an opportunity to reimagine the 
library and add more space for athletics and wellbeing in the heart of campus. 

LAND USE 
Responding to constrained downtown context, compact buildings, 
vertical buildings provide for an efficient use of limited space. 

A stratification of uses throughout the building supports the needs 
and functions of each, including frequency and volume of circulation, 
space types and required sizes, and need. 

Larger and heavier used spaces are located towards the ground, while 
smaller uses with less frequent movement are located above. 

The graphic below provides an example of use distribution in a 
building. The exact location of uses will depend on the site. 

HEIGHT & MASSING 
Buildings should respond to and respect their context and adjacent 
building and open space relationships establishing appropriate heights 
and massing, with consideration for: separations between tower 
elements to support privacy; sunlight penetration; and, minimizing 
shadow impacts on the public realm such as open spaces, streets, 
and private residential outdoor spaces. 

This can be achieved by transitioning down towards adjacencies. 

The lower part of buildings should be defined by a podium to create a 
human scale, with stepbacks to tower elements. 

Undulations in building facades should be provided to break-up the 
perception of building mass. 

SUSTAINABILITY 
Retrofits of existing buildings should use the opportunity to install 
energy and resource efficient materials, equipment and fixtures. 

Employ passive design techniques in all new buildings and retrofits. 

Design new facilities to be alternative energy ready (e.g. solar or 
geothermal power). 

Employ on-site stormwater control to reduce run-off rates. 

VIEWS 
Locate higher profile iconic buildings and public art at prominent 
locations to form view termini, strengthen existing view corridors, to 
aid in wayfinding, and promote the presence and identity of the 
University 

BARRIER FREE DESIGN 
Building entrances should be flush with adjacent streets and avoid 
stairs or ramps for access. 

Elevator access should be visible and intuitive from entrances, lobbies, 
and other floors. 

High user traffic and elevator break downs can significantly impact 
accessibility. Provide sufficient elevators to account for a high volume 
and frequency of users, including for lower level floors. 

SAFETY 
Promote natural surveillance or “eyes on the street” with windows 
at-grade, lighting, and creating define access points and routes. 

Avoid creating additionally constrained pedestrian movements, fenced 
in areas, and poor sight lines. 

Fill spaces with 24/7 uses to generate activity at all times of the day. 

INDIGENOUS PLACEMAKING PRINCIPLES 
Consider ways to incorporate Indigenous placemaking principles into 
new buildings and spaces - architectural features, public art, 
Indigenous-specific spaces, landscapes, place naming. 

Circle of Indigenous Knowledge, Seneca’s Centre for Innovation, Technology and 
Entrepreneurship (CITE)
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Context Buildings
Ryerson Buildings
Development Opportunity Site- Example
Development Opportunity Site
Sites in Planning Phase

LEGEND

Animated Ground 
Level 

Social Space, Food, 
Café, Event space, 

Services

Upper Levels 
Offices, Residences, 

Administration

Academic Level 
Opportunities

Classrooms, Labs, 
Learning Spaces

25 m 
min.

Vertical Open Space
Patios, Terraces, 

Research
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LEGEND

Proposed Building Entrances
Primary Campus Entrances 
Secondary Campus Entrances
Key Linkages
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LEGEND

Primary Frontage
Secondary Frontage

BUILT FORM FRAMEWORK How should new buildings look? What kind of character? Modern? More tradi-
tional? Compare to recent new campus buildings (e.g. SLC, TRS, CUI) 

ENTRANCES 

All new buildings should provide entrances along frontages 
facing onto streets, pedestrian movement corridors, and 
open spaces. 

Building entrances should be highly identifiable, with 
transparent facades, signage, lighting, and welcoming 
design and architectural character. 

Entrances should be directly accessible from sidewalks and 
paths, including for barrier-free access. 

FRONTAGES 

Buildings should be oriented to front onto and frame street 
edges, open spaces, and pedestrian pathways, with 
facades that provide transparency from the interior to the 
exterior, animated with entrances and active building areas. 

Avoid large blank walls. 

GROUND LEVEL TRANSPARENCY & ANIMATION 

Support animation and activity at the street level to foster a strong sense of place. Transparency, access, and active uses at-grade can support a safer, more 
accessible campus with a strong University identity. Visible spaces from the street can also create visible pedagogy - showcasing Ryerson’s achievements 
and activities. 

WINTER DESIGN 

Locate and mass buildings to allow for adequate sunlight 
penetration to open spaces, including streets, courtyards, 
plazas, quads, parks, pathway linkages, and others. 

Design roofs to shed snow and ice away from entrances 
and walkways. 

Create mid-block pathways and crossings, which can 
provide relief from the wind and multiple route options. 

Consider the location and orientation of buildings to create 
pedestrian shelters from the wind. 

Provide canopies, arcades and awnings against building 
edges to provide shelter for pedestrians. 

Design buildings with breaks along frontages to provide 
shelter from the wind. 

Plan for multiple snow storage areas to allow for quicker 
melt. 

Use durable materials that can withstand freeze-thaw 
cycles



OPEN SPACE FRAMEWORK Which of these spaces are the most appealing? Why? 
What features do you think the new park should offer? 

The open space framework support 
creating a well-connected network 
of open spaces in the campus that 
can be linked to adjacent public 
spaces and benefit the surrounding 
community. 

1. The Park (The Jewel) 
The central park provides a large, iconic green space at the heart of 
the campus, and a defining landmark and visual identity for the Univer-
sity. 

Wide open expanse from Gerrard Street down to Gould Street 
provides a scenic view across the campus, and sense of openness and 
nature. 

Open grassed areas provide space for recreation, while treed spaces 
have shade and seating. 

Pathways through the park provide connections, with public art at key 
moments, providing landmarks and strengthening a sense of place. 

2. The Quad (Pitman) 
Well defined by surrounding building frontages. 

Contains mix of hardscape and softscape spaces, with trees along the 
edge to provide shade and a sense of seclusion. 

3. Plazas / Squares 
Framed with trees to provide beautification of the space and seasonal 
landscape colour and interest. 

Plaza should provide a balance of soft and hard surfaces to 
accommodate a high degree of pedestrian circulation. 

Seating and other furnishings are provided to support social gathering 

4. Pedestrian Priority Streets 
Generous sidewalks, attractive landscaping, street trees, and lighting 
for both pedestrians and vehicles. 

Where vehicles are permitted, speeds are reduced with narrowed 
roadways to signal a slower speed and pedestrian priority to drivers. 

5. Pedestrian Only Streets 
Includes: Nelson Mandela Walk, part of Gould Street, part of Victoria 
Street. 

Features: 

Green, tree lined promenade like spaces. 

Mix of hardscape and softscape landscaping. 

Places to rest and congregate, sit, socialize and people watch. 

6. Patio/Terrace Spaces 
Potential locations of spaces for socialization and access to the 
outdoors directly attached to buildings both on the ground and above. 

Spill out areas from cafes and restaurants to provide animated building 
frontages. 

Can be designed for year-round use with canopies, awnings and 
heaters. 

7. Green Roof 
Makes use of limited open space on the ground area to augment green 
space on campus. 

Provide areas for potential access to the outdoors, social gathering 
and relaxation. Also opportunities for research and urban agriculture. 

Serves as sustainability feature to improve building energy 
performance and stormwater management. 

8. Laneways/Linkages 
Designed with clear and unobstructed views for ease in wayfinding. 

Fronted by doors and windows where possible, and well lit with 
pedestrian scale lighting to promote safety and CPTED. 

Linkages, and lanes where possible, should have high quality paving 
materials to clearly define the passageway. 

9. Interior Linkages 
Potential interior linkages could be designed as atriums, large hallways, 
or lobbies with clear lines of sight to other entrances. 

Could be provided with areas for seating and tables for rest, social 
gathering or informal study space. 

Strong transparency to outside and other internal spaces for ease of 
wayfinding and sense of activity. 

10. Green Streets 
Tree lined streets with Ryerson’s unified streetscape elements. Where 
feasible, sustainable landscaped design is used to augment the green 
character. 

Emphasizes pedestrian movement with wide sidewalks. Space is 
shared with all modes of travel. 

11. Perimeter Street with enhanced 
streetscape 

Higher order movement corridors along the campus edges, supporting 
all modes of travel. 

Extends Ryerson’s unified streetscape design elements.
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OPEN SPACE TYPOLOGIES Do you agree with the open space recommendations? If not, why? 
Are there any you would add? Why? 
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MOVEMENT FRAMEWORK What do you think of the proposed street character? Would these help you move 
around and access the campus? Why? Why not? 
Which streets are priority for improvement? List your top 3 

As a compact urban place, transportation across the campus is defined by a 
multi-modal movement framework. The movement framework encourages 
enhancing and improving pedestrian and cycling infrastructure, with safe, 
convenient and accessible facilities. Improved connections to transit are also 
supported. Vehicle access and parking continue to play important functions, 
particularly for accessibility, as well as servicing and loading. 

Typical Cross Section: Bond Street North Typical Cross Section: Bond Street South 

Typical Cross Section: Mandela Walk Typical Cross Section: Gerrard Street

10.5 2 3 5 7mBond Street North

Northbound
Vehicular 
Roadway

Parking
Lane

Furnishing
Zone

Furnishing
Zone

Pedestrian
Priority

Zone

Pedestrian
Priority 

Zone

Furnishing
Zone

Image Arts
Building

Graphic 
Communications 

Building

4m 2m 3m 3m 2.5m 3m 3m

20.5m R.O.W.

10.5 2 3 5 7mBond Street South

Northbound
Vehicular 
Roadway

Parking
Lane

Landscape
Amenity

Zone

Pedestrian
Priority

Zone

South Bond
Building

Southbound
Vehicular 
Roadway

Pedestrian
Priority 

Zone

Landscape
Amenity

Zone

Fashion Arts
Building

4m 2m 3m 3m 2.5m 3m 3m

20.5m R.O.W.

Gerrard Street South Side 10.5 2 3 5 7m

Proposed
Building

Pedestrian
Priority

Zone

Furnishing
Zone

3m 3m2.7m

Eastbound
Vehicular 
Roadway

Parking
Layby

3m

Pedestrian priority Street
Pedestrian only Street
Lane/Linkage Opportunity
Interior pedestrian linkage opportunity
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What other transportation features would you like to see? 

Transit Routes 
A majority of the Ryerson community takes transit to 
access the campus, which is well connected to both surface 
TTC transit routes (bus, streetcar) and higher order rapid 
transit, through the Yonge-University Subway Line (Line 1). 
However, the subway is regularly over crowded, and relief 
(i.e. Ontario Line) is still in planning stages. 

Opportunities can include enhanced streetcar/bus shelters, 
route information notification, and improving subway 
access. 

Wheeltrans 
Designated Wheeltrans locations can support campus users 
by providing barrier-free transit access. Designated 
locations support the provision of close by amenities and 
access to campus areas. Location optimization, and 
additional locations, would be identified to respond to user 
needs. 

Loading and Servicing 
Service areas and entrances should be designed to be 
integrated as part of the public realm. 

Garbage, loading, servicing, and utility functions should be 
integrated within the interior of a building, if feasible, or from 
side streets and rear lanes. 

Where there are no rear lanes or side streets, parking and 
servicing access points should be minimized and consolidated 
as part of building facades, so as not to unnecessarily disrupt 
or obstruct pedestrian circulation. 

Where servicing and loading areas cannot be located to rear 
lanes, they should be screened from the street and public 
areas. 

To accommodate future loading and delivery needs, it is 
recommended to consolidate functions to a centralized loading 
facility. 

Building-by-building loading facilities should be avoided, 
however continued use of specialized loading facilities across 
the campus may be maintained. 

Cycling 
There is currently only one City cycling lane connecting 
to the campus, along Gerrard St. There are approximately 
1,200 bicycle parking spaces available to the Ryerson 
community. In addition, bike share services, provided by 
Bike Share Toronto, have numerous stations across the 
campus. 

The draft Ryerson Bicycle Master Plan (2018) provides a 
number of recommendations, including short and long 
term bike parking locations, and design strategies for bike 
facilities. 

Building on the draft Bike Plan, new development can 
design for and incorporate secure indoor bike storage 
and cycling facilities. 

Transportation Alternatives 
The campus can support a range of transportation 
alternatives to increase mobility options and manage 
vehicle congestion. 

Car for Hire (Taxi/Lyft/Uber): Designate pick-up/drop-
off locations to mitigate blocked bikes lanes, vehicle 
lanes. 

Car Share: Allocate parking spaces for car share services. 

Dockless Mobility (Lime, Bird scooters): Explore options 
for management strategies, such as designated parking/ 
drop areas. 

Existing Streetcar Route
Existing Bus Route Subway Existing 
Subway Line
Existing Subway Station
Proposed Exit from the North Platform
Proposed TTC Wheel Trans

TTC

TTC

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Existing Bike Share Locations
Potential New Bike Share
Existing Cycle Track
Existing Bike Lanes
Proposed Indoor Bike Hub (With storage, lockers, 
showers, etc)

Existing Car Share Locations (Enterprise/Zip car)

Proposed Car for Hire Pick-up/drop off Locations

Existing Active Loading Docks

Existing Active Loading Access Point

Proposed Loading Access Point

Proposed Centralized Loading Area 



OPPORTUNITY SITES Which Opportunity Sites should be a priority? 

The Opportunity Sites identify possibilities to increase the capacity of the 
campus through redevelopment, renovation, and additions to existing 
university buildings. 

For each site identified, estimates of achievable new density and height, and analysis of potential built 
form were undertaken. These opportunities are guided by policies that define respectful relationships to 
adjacent areas and their established character, including elements such as shadow impacts and height 
transitions to adjoining open spaces, low-rise areas, and buildings with historical or cultural significance 
and value and informed by the current investment requirements in each building to address deferred 
maintenance. 

Below are examples of what may be achievable for two of the sites. It should be noted that these 
sites, along with any of the other Opportunity Sites, are not approved projects, and will be subject 
to further studies and consultation, funding, partnerships and other design considerations. 

“Site A” Example Scenario: Jorgenson Hall, Podium Building, Library Building (JOR, POD, LIB) 

AREA AND HEIGHT CALCULATION 
ESTIMATED NET NEW GFA: ~ 820,000 sqft 
HEIGHT: up to 105 m ( 26 storeys) 

BUILT-FORM AND PUBLIC REALM OPPORTUNITIES 
MASSING, SETBACKS AND STEP-BACKS: 
Opportunity for a human scaled development with strong relationship to 
adjacent streets and surrounding community. 
Step-backs to shape the building and mitigate shadow impacts 
Opportunities for green roofs and terraces. 
Setbacks on the north and south sides provide for wider streetscapes with 
trees and other public realm enhancements along Gerrard and Gould Streets. 
FRONTAGE AND ENTRANCE: 
Opportunity for frontages and entrances on Gerrard and Gould Streets. 
ANIMATION AND PUBLIC REALM: 
Opportunity for a transparent ground level that animates the park and 
fronting streets. 
Adds space for cafes, food options, galleries, and more. 
USE: 
Classrooms, teaching & research, library, labs, health services on lower levels. 
Offices, study space on floors above. 

“Site B” Example Scenario: Kerr Hall/RAC 

AREA AND HEIGHT CALCULATION 
ESTIMATED NET NEW GFA: ~ 170,000 sqft 
HEIGHT: up to 125 m ( 32 storeys) 

BUILT-FORM AND PUBLIC REALM OPPORTUNITIES 
MASSING, SETBACKS AND STEP-BACKS: 
Opportunity to create a pedestrian oriented scale of development at the 
corner of Church Street and Gerrard Street. 
Tower along with the proposed stepbacks could create an optimal 
relationship with the surrounding neighbourhoods. 
FRONTAGE: 
Opportunity for primary frontages both on Gerrard Church Streets. 
ANIMATION AND PUBLIC REALM: 
Opportunity for a transparent and permeable ground level that animates 
both the park and the fronting streets. 
The corner at the intersection can also provide an highly recognizable 
gateway entrance, through iconic architecture, public art, and enhanced 
public realm. 
USE: 
Opportunity to accommodate public facing functions (such as cafe, food 
spaces, retail, galleries at-grade). 
Classroom, teaching, gym, social spaces and heavily used areas on lower 
levels. 
Labs, offices, study space, other less heavily accessed uses, along with 
potential for residences on upper levels.
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