
Introduction to Ryerson 
 

Ryerson University’s vision is to be Canada’s leading comprehensive innovation 
university, a leader in high-quality, career-related education fostering innovation and 
entrepreneurship. With a mission to serve societal need, and a long-standing 
commitment to engaging its community, Ryerson offers more than 100 undergraduate 
and graduate programs in the Faculties of Arts; Communication & Design; Community 
Services; Engineering and Architectural Science; Science; the Ted Rogers School of 
Management and Yeates School of Graduate Studies. 
 

Distinctly urban, culturally diverse and inclusive, the university is home to more than 
43,000 students, including 2,600 master’s and PhD students, nearly 3,000 faculty and 
staff and more than 185,000 alumni worldwide. Ryerson’s G. Raymond Chang School 
of Continuing Education is Canada’s leading provider of university-based adult 
education. 
 

Ryerson has the highest number of first-choice applications in Ontario relative to 
undergraduate spaces available. This fall, more than 60 career-oriented graduate 
programs, including 15 at the doctorate level, are being offered through the Yeates 
School of Graduate Studies. 
 

The university is guided by an Academic Plan outlining an ambitious research agenda, 
and a Master Plan to revitalize the campus and the neighbourhood. Our Time to Lead: 
Academic Plan 2014-2019 draws on Ryerson’s evolution as a builder, connector and 
innovator. It outlines four priorities: greater student engagement and success through 
exceptional experiences; increased scholarly, research and creative activity; fostering 
an innovation ecosystem; and expanding community engagement and city building. 
 
Research at Ryerson is on a trajectory of success and growth, receiving $47.1 million in 
research funding in 2015-2016. Scholarly, research and creative activity is a top 
strategic priority at Ryerson University and central to its mission. The Research 
Strategic Plan identifies areas of special opportunity: Digital Media and Technology; 
Energy and Sustainability; Health and Wellbeing; Technological and Industrial 
Innovation; City Building and Social Justice; Design, Culture, and Creative Industries; 
Management, Entrepreneurship and Competitiveness and Teaching and Learning for 
the New Economy. 
 
A selection of centres and institutes include the Law Research Centre, Ryerson Centre 
for Immigration and Settlement, Centre for Workplace Innovation, the Ryerson Centre 
for Cloud and Context-Aware Computing (RC4), the Centre for Urban Energy (CUE) 
and the Institute for Biomedical Engineering, Science and Technology (iBEST). 
 
  



Ryerson is reshaping the downtown core of Toronto. In the past few years the university 
has taken major initiatives to transform the neighbourhood, opening the Ryerson Image 
Centre, a facility to showcase research and creativity in the image arts, the Mattamy 
Athletic Centre at the Gardens, and the Student Learning Centre, an outstanding 
environment for students to study and collaborate at Yonge and Gould Streets. 
 

In 2018, Ryerson will open two new buildings. The Daphne Cockwell Health Sciences 
Complex, located on Church Street, will house health-related programs, lecture halls, 
classrooms, eight research labs and a student residence. The Centre for Urban 
Innovation on Gerrard will house a research, incubation and commercialization hub 
focused on alternative energy, water management, food production and data analytics. 
 


