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I try to teach in colour! I am such a visual learner - I try to paint what we are studying. This means lots of visuals - 
power points, videos, handouts as well as stories, metaphors & analogies. 

Recognizing each student is an individual, I try to be sensitive to his/her needs & to accommodate him/her. Students 
have different learning styles so I design projects that will appeal to their unique approaches. I am very familiar with 
the True Colours personality assessment tool. For “oranges” I have created action type projects, such as visiting 
community agencies; for “blues” I have team projects that meet their relationship needs & projects where they are 
“helping” others, such as the fund-raisers; for “golds”, I have policy critiques & for the “greens” I have research 
papers. I am empathetic to students who face barriers & hardships, whether it be it a disability or a personal problem. 
I am always learning what my biases are. 

I am comfortable with the use of humour & fun in the classroom, incorporating funny cartoons in the overheads, 
comical clips from everything like Saturday Night Live to Frasier or silly actions by me (dancing & singing)! I do let my 
personal interests shine through - students know I am fond of chocolate, Bruce Springsteen & the Blue Jays. If 
someone’s cell phone goes off in class, that person needs to bring chocolate for everyone next class. 

Participate. Participate. Participate. I believe students learn best if they are actively engaged in the education 
process. I use a variety of techniques: small group discussions & activities, brainstorming & reporting back; self-
analysis questionnaires; discussion threads in Blackboard (e.g., this semester in the Equity & Diversity class, we 
identified germane movies, such as “Crash”); role plays, structured simulations & relevant games. I invite students to 
generate final exam questions for some of the courses. 

I want students to do well & so will bring resources that are offered to them here at Ryerson right into the classroom 
rather than just tell them about these services: the Career Centre, the Integrity Officer, the Librarian, Student Services 
& so on. I design handouts that can be helpful to them, such as “APA Tips”. 

I have been inspired by some great traditional & not so traditional “teachers”! Miss Deck, my grade 2 teacher & 
daughter of Fran Deck of “Fran’s Restaurants”, taught me about sharing with those less fortunate than ourselves. Our 
class created gifts for Seniors in a nursing home & I was chosen to deliver them. President Kennedy’s famous 
speech, “ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country” profoundly touched my 
soul. I was impressed with my Uncle Gerry’s passion for teaching, my Aunt Elizabeth’s concern for her students & my 
Uncle Pat’s duty to do the right thing. My grade 6 teacher, Mr. Kramer, made the “new girl”, me, feel welcome & 
supported. The nuns & the teachers at St. Mary’s High School, well they just expected that I would do my best & that 
I would do well. 

Dr. Luke Novelli, my Organizational Behaviour professor at Gonzaga University where I did my MBA, surprised me by 
making me an offer to be his TA. His reaching out to me & his love of the field inspired me to say OB is for me! Long 
before I met the best teacher I ever had in my doctoral studies, Dr. Martin Evans unknowingly influenced my teaching 
style. He wrote a chapter for the OB text book we used in my MBA programme. His topic was leadership. He included 
the advice of Lao_Tse” at the end of the chapter 

A leader is best 
When people barely know he exists. 
Not so good when people obey him & acclaim him. 
Worse when they despise him. 
“Fail to honour people, they fail to honour you.” 
But of a good leader, who talks little, 
When his work is done, his aim fulfilled, they will say 
“We did this ourselves.” 

I have learned to be a better, more generous teacher at Ryerson thanks to the collaboration with my OB/HR 
colleagues, especially my HR idol, Pat Sniderman. And the greatest teachers I ever had are my dear parents (Ann & 
Frank) who taught me love & respect of God, family, community & country. I try to emulate their philosophy of peace 
in my contacts with my students & team mates. 


