
EFFECTIVE FLASHCARDS
TRAIN TO LEARN EFFECTIVELY: TIP SHEETS

Remembering & Understanding Definitions
Flashcards can be an effective method to remember information; however, when it comes to definitions,
we tend to  memorize facts mechanically without actually understanding what the concept is about. So
when testing, Professors need  to make sure you understand the subject. To do so, they may use different
wording or a particular angle. Thus, if we only  memorize a definition like a poem or the lyrics of a song,
without actually understanding what it means, chances are we won't be able to answer correctly.

The following are some simple steps to keep in mind when dealing with definitions and to incorporate in
flashcards. These  steps will help you remember, as well as understand the subject or content you are
studying.

1. Identify and look up all the unknown/ unfamiliar words in the definition.
2. Provide some context by finding an example or fact that illustrates the definition.
3. Draw an image linked to the example and/or definition.

Example
Let’s look at the definition for the word tariff* and how it’s presented on the back of the flashcard:

Reference
Tariff example was adapted from:
Bruckner, S. (2011, April 6). LBCC – How to Remember for Tests [video file]. Retrieved from:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rncitiqvXcg.
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